
NEW YORK HERALD.
JAMES gokdoi beshett,

PKOl'KUirOR AND EDlTofi

mwwuC* H. w. COMNCB 09 NAfl^C AND TOLTdM 9TS.

fUVt -a»* jm-utvam*
TIUC VAILV HEPALD -i ,enr> p*r cow.47 per annum.
UjYiiJi T1SEHKS TS renewed every dp.

Volume XX..... Mo. 14

AllVSlltEHT* Til I a ITIMUia.
BROADWAY rjlJSATKJi, Broadsaj.Cj*d*r«lla -A

BlittMIKI) _____

B'WBIY TIIKATBB, iloirory.Croc* ui Cci,u-C«u-
uiu> Hoi .Tmora.

BrsfO.N 3 TUKATR1. Ch»ml>.r« «'re«t.livnio too
fAaT-.IIll 1>« tt«* MaoIO OVf.A .UI loi'iu Ma*

WALLACE '3 rilEAT.tB, LJru»dw»y.Smut ami Horn-
III(,-.V|» Kuorn A.t.

_MKTR»>['01.1TAN THEATRS, Broadway- -E^uistr ii v
VUlTOHMAACKl--tfOKTC I'RJUTO.

A** RIi AN Ml-SEUM.Afternoon.Lend Mr Five Sjnr..
11CI.C 1M TUB W J 1,1,. Eitn'.u*. Waluao*.

WOOD'S MINSTRELS, MecUauioa' Hall, 473 Broadway.
BCCK1.KVS 01'ERA HOUSE, 439 Broadway.Buo«-

*¦»'» Imiotui Oe«Ra TnouPB.

lew York, Mimtlay, Jaiiuu-jr 15, IS55.

.VuIIh i'ii*- (Carol*1,
TME NEW YORK HEIC Al.n.EOITION FOR EfKOPE.
The Cunard mall *team.«hip A- la Cap'. Lott, nil! leave

Boston on Weduesdny, at noon, for Liverpool,
The European mails will close in thia city at a quarter

to two o'clock to-mon'ow ulternoon.
The Hkkald (printed in Euglish and French) will be

fnkli-hed at ten o'clock to-morrow morning. Single
Oopies, in wrappers, sixpence.

Jsubecriptions and advertisements tor any edition of
fee Niw York Mkkald will be received at the following

in Europe:.
Liverpool. .John Hunter, No. 2 J'ara.Hse street.
¦.MO* Edwards, l^audford k Co., No. 17 CVtrnhill

" Wm. Tliomaa ii Co., No. 10 Catharine street.
Livingston, Wells 4 Co., 8 Place de la Bourse.

Tho contents of the European edition of the Hkrald
will embrace the news received by mail and telegraph at
the «fflce during the previous week, and to the hour of
publication.

The New*.
By telegraph from Waahinicon we learn that the

.pecial oommittee of the Senate ou tha Pacift; Rail.
aoaJ met oaSitnrday to ''oniiderthe plana proponed
by Senators Bunk and DoujjUa. It is understood
the prc jeot of the latter gentleman was finally de-
te mined on, and that a report vrill be mile to the
fkaate recomuieudlug its adoption. Three routes
tie provided for, viz.: a southern route, from the
..stern border of Texas to the Pacific; a central
ne from the western border of Missouri or Iowa to
But Fransitco; and a nort' ern one from the western
border of Wisconsin or Minnesota to the navigable
aoteis ot the Pacific in Oregon or Washington Ter¬
ritory. The bill sets apart alternate sections of
land for ten miles on each side of the rouie, aud
doubles the minimum price of the reserved sections,
and authorizes a mail contract for fifteen years from
(be completion of the road, at a rate not exceeding
tfciee hundred dollars jier mile. The bill also
aothcrizes the Secretaries ofWar and Navy to make
contracts for the transportation of government sup.
p'ies for the same peiiod, and mukes other im¬
portant regulations. For full details sea telegraph.
We give in another part ot today's paper an ia-

tareetjig account of the Mes<|ulte tree and its
Cum. fiom the pen of Captain R. B. Uarcy. T.ila
tree is a variety of the acacia, and constitutes vaot
tracts uf woodland be;ween the twenty-sixth aid
ttotj -sixth parallels of north latitude, and la des¬
tined to become highly valuable to setters in tie
legions where it abounds. The timber is very du-
«*hii< as a building mutcnaf, is excellent for 2-e-
wood, and the tree emits a gam, when incisions are
made in its baik, v.ry similar, and not in the least
¦ferior in its properties, to the best gum arabio.
We Rive eisewhere an interacting »o:ouLt of fie

Vws of the wlalestip City, as rehted ny Captain
GlCord, who has arrived at New Bedford. The dia-

occurred on tne Gib of September, In Saghalian
Bey, ten milt s norih of Cape <"« jlovatch. The Cap¬
tain at d crew were received at the Hussian village
®f Petrowsky, in ..Siberia, with every mark of kini-
Btn, and hupplied tilth fo?d, snelter aud clothing,
¦Bill they wire enabled to leave for home in the
ship By. en Quen, of Fairhaven.

A ve ry large meeting of the most inflaentia'. hkto-
beis of the Bur was held on Saturday, in tie court-
worn tf the Common Pleas, to do hot or to the
memory of those gentlemen of the profession <vjo
period in the wreck of the steamship Arctic.
Most elcqoent speeches wero made bj Messrs B. F.
Buvier, D. I>. Lord, E. J. Burr, CUarles A. I'eab 'd/,
Charks O'Coaor, and James T. Brady, full report*
of which will be foutd in another part of todw's
peper.
A very important decision was rendered in the

itapreme Court onSa>,n-diy,byJudge Hojscvolt.oa
Beontract fur the sala of real estate, where ;ie

party purchasing did mt cotf.»rm to tie terms of
the agretment, as regards Ume. The Judge re¬
marked that a person selling real estats haa t:ie
same right to make punctuality in Ume as he has
mifldoncy in amount, a condition p:e:edeut in
cwrjingout cocitracts. In accordance with this
Tiew, he directed the coatract to be cancelled.

Beaolu.tons were offered a-, the Southern Convic¬
tion, at New Orlean°, on the 12th Inst., de:!ariog
the acquiiition ol Cuba ne^ssary to the prottc;ion
of the commerce of the South, and urging upoa
©ongms Immediate action on the subject. A
reciprocal treaty between Spain and Mexico, for
the repeal of laws suppressing .he slave trade, >vas
ako Ttc mmended. B >th resolutions were referred.
The tteamsbip Noithern Light, with dates from

Prarcisco to De?. 23, arrived at New Orleans
H the 13Jh inst. She b-ings $600,000 in spe ie for
New \ork. We learn that about one half of tie
.wn of Vallaclto was destroyed by lire on the 22d
¦It. Floiir was selling at < 14 per barrel, lard 14j.,
hacon 13^c. atd bams 10c. per lb.
Wa published yesterday a brief te'egraphfc do-

¦pateh from New Orleans stating that the st«j.m-
ahlp Promeihens bad arrived at that port, with
C&bfe.rnia dates to December 24 th. The despatch
wta.es that the markets in California were very
<nfl. The crops are said to be abundant. No raia
bad fallen to benefit the mining interest
Onr despatch from New Orleans, of tha 12th

iMtant, states that the cotton market was unchang¬
ed, and that the saloa for that day amo-ijtedio
6,000 bales, and for the week, 25,000.

Mkat am> Drink for ttik Poor..We hope
.bat tbc starving poor of this city will wait
patiently until those measures now in progress
tor their relief shall be completed. We heur of
.everal splendid balls and parties, lull dress
.od calico, under way; and the dancers are

making every preparation to give these halls
mwh a character as will materially increase the
qaantity ol soup to be dlaprnsed to the poor.
They arc getting up silk and velvet, as well as

calico parties, and we may expect to see all the
richest styles of dress.all the newest patterns
of jewelry. all the mo?t delicate European
laces. all fhe n-ost expensive exotics for ban-

all the luxuries of the season for the
sappers, including any amount ofchampagne.
and all the new dances, polkas, mazurkas, aud
the German cotillon.

After the dresses have been admired. the
jewelry inspected -the perfume of tho flowers
inhaled.the laces criticised.the polkas polk¬
ed, ti e mAEtirkas finished, the German wound
up, and the -uppers of cold duck and cham¬
pagne dnly devoured the poor people will re-
ceive the surplus in roup.

Therefor*, we say, let the starving poor wait
patiently, for tjie fashionable poople have taken
the matter In band, and tlwy arc to bo danced
ont pf Ibcir jnleery.

Henit A. WIM on the Stump.The CkMiu t

OinKM tiidtlic Know Nothings.Wtac *ml
8*w«r«l.
We published yesterday an omtune of ono of

the late popular speeches of Heury A. Wise,
who Is now out in Virginia oa asiumpiug tour,
as the dcm >crutic candidate for Governor. This
Is rather a novel feature in our Northern re¬

peats of Southern politic*, an'' affords a very
favorable view of the peculiarly Southern In¬
stitution of the stump. Brief, too, as is our

report of the speech in <[ue-tion, it establishes
the facls that Mr. Wise is au experienced and
fugacious politician, and oil able, re.uly and
eloquent speaker.

It is evident that Mr. Wi*e anticipates a de¬
feat. He betrays this conviction iu the drift of
his nrgutm nt. He exhibits none of that saucy
mockery of his oppoaents which has heretofore
characterized the champions of the Virginia
democracy.none of that exulting confidence
concerning the rubbish and claptrap of Balti¬
more resolutions, democratic principles, and
democratic invincibility, which has hitherto
ruled the State. He has nothing t } say 1' >r
Pierce or his confederate spoilsmen.he appears
to have virtually abandoned them to their fat 3,
at d to have adopted at last the sober policy of
resting his case upou the great local interests
of Virginia. His last speech is rather that
of an independent, progressive statosmau, prac¬
tical and free spoken, than the harrangue of a

topi of the Cabinet. It looks as if he had cast
off the shackles of the Richmond C tbiuet Junta
in disgust, and had taken the field as an inde¬
pendent candidate, upon the common sense

platform of practical and tangible utilities, in¬
stead of the stale abstractions of '98 and '99,
and such trash. Mr. Wise, also, appears to be
desirous now rather to conciliate than to exas¬
perate the Know Nothings; and but for the
dead carcass of the administration, which he is
in a measure compelled to follow, it would be

a difficult task to defeat him npon the strong
progressive Virginia policy which he has for
himself adopted.

It is unfortunate for Mr. Wise that he is iden¬
tified with the cause of a sunken dynasty.un¬
fortunate that while he is conducting his case
before the people of Virginia upon practical
questions of the first consequence to the State,
that he should have to carry about with him the
bud odor of Tierce aud his administration.unfor¬
tunate that the Cabinet organ at \Vashington, and
its faithful lackey, the Richmond Enquirer,
should persevere in their unavailing efforts to
get up the hue and cry of abolitionism against
the Know Nothings in Virginia, just as the old
fisherman's wife insisted upon sweeping the
ocean waves out of her cabin with the tide still
rising against her. But this is the last despe¬
rate trick of the Cabinet spoilsmen to create a
diversion against the new American party,
which seems to be carrying everything before
it in the " Old Dominion and it is, therefore,
quite natural that the Pierce fugleman should
stick to it with the tenacity of despair.
From the sp< cimcn which we have given our

readers of the stump speeches of Mr. Wise, it
appears that he has softened down his antipa¬
thies to the Know Nothings, from tierce hostili¬
ty to facetious by-play, lie knows all about
their signs, grips, pass words, triangular pieces
of paper, and-so forth ; but he is not one of
them. He is unfortunately against them, and
if they intend to sink him, he is quite willing
to sink with W. H. Seward. The Cabinet organs
and agents at Washington, Richmond, Nsw
York and Albany, on the other huud, preferring
that Wise an<l Soward should swim together, are

laboring with the zeal of martyrs in the common
cause. And so, while the Washington Union,
Richmond Enquirer, and the rump of the
Richmond democratic sweat house, are urging
upon the Virginians the necessity of extirpat¬
ing the Know Nothings as a nest of Seward's
tmis-aries. the instruments directing the
movements of Tammany Hall are, we have
good reasons to believe, actively co-operating
with the secrct agents of Seward in behalf ot his
re-election. Manifestly the re-election of Sew¬
ard will operate to the advantage of Wise, in
the proportion that the def< at of Seward
will work in Virginia to the advantage of the
Know Nothings. It is evident, then, that the
administration desire the re-election of Sew^d
as 0 stepping stone to the salvation of '\ Irgi^B.
The meek heroics of the Cabinet organs con¬

cerning tfce alleged anti-slavery instincts and
tendencies of the Northern Know Nothings are

very amoeiug. These organs cannot under¬
stand how it is that good democratic adminis¬
tration Nebraska meu should have been cruci¬
fied in the late Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Il¬
linois. Michigan. Iowa and other elections,
or how the Know Nothings should
have combined with the free so'tlers
in the election of an ti Nebraska free soil men
in such cases, unless the Know Nothiugs are

thoroughly seasoned with the leaven of abo¬
litionism. But this question is more simply
explained upon its true definition. The Know
Nothings set out during the last summer to
take the field* for the Presidency. Their first
duty was to cleor the track of existing obstruc¬
tions. The administration and its spoilsmen
occupied it, and Seward and his Northern anti*' slavery le.igue were preparing to enter upon
it. The first duty, then, was to remove the
goods and chattels of the administration and
their spoilsmen from the course; aud the Know

1 Nothings, to this end. used the implements at
hand. So. then, If good Nebraska men were

i thrown out with the other materials of the Ca¬
binet coalition, it was because they were pirt1 and parcel of the imbecile and corrupt estab-

1 lishment at Washington, which It was neces¬
sary tOfcta«ide.
Having pretty thoroughly cleared off the

administration and its materials from the
Northern portion of the great national race¬
course. the next thing required was the re¬
moval of the Seward anti slavery coalition.
The Know Nothings accordingly commenced
this work in New York in our late
State elections, and followed it op with
the most astounding results in tha'
headquarters of abolitionism, the old re.

volutionury commonwealth of Massachusetts,
But the job r> mains unfinished in New York
while Scwaid sits in the Senate. Let him be
defeated and the Know Nothings, holding un-

disputed possession of the North, will then \
have nothing to do but to carry Virginia, in
order to wash out, like a spring fre.-het, the
whole Southern section of the Union.
The dullest scholar in party politic* will thin

perceive the vital importance to the adminis¬
tration and to Hei ry A. Wi>e of the re-election 1
of Wm. II. Seward, lu this light It in not neces¬

sary to get a permit to the secret sittings of
the Tommany Coal Hole or the Kitchen
Cabinet to understand their line of action at
Albany. It is unquestionably in behalf of
Seward's re-clcct ion. How amusing, then, to

every honest reader, and how extremely con¬

temptible must appear the affected holy
horror of the Cabinet organs at their disc>
¦vtriea of the affiliations between certain well
known nnti-slaveiy mea of the North and the
Know No'bings! For example, they have dis¬
covered that General Wilson, lace a prominent
free toiler, will probably "he elected to the Uni¬
ted Siates Senate. tioui Massachusetts, by the
Know Nothings! What doeB ahis signify ? Mr.
Wise was formerly the great Southern Ajax of
the whigs in Congress against the federal
policy of Jackson and Van Buren; but who
doubts bis democracy now, except Billy
Smith ? And to. if the Know Nothings elect
General Wileou to the Senate, we are conildent
that he will prove a conservative upon the
slavery quection, in accordance with their
sound national principles.
We have shown that the fortunes of the admin¬

istration, of Wise, aud of Seward are blended
together, though each party is lighting a sepa¬
rate battle. We have shown the despicable
system of warlare of the Cabinet organs. The
game of Seward is equally mean. Under pre-
ttnee of a l^gal argument before one of our

courts in a patent ca*e, we find him absent¬
ing himself from his official duties at
Wellington, (though still pocketing his eight
dollars a day,) and making and publishing a

i tneaking electioneering speech to help his case
at Albany. A patent case of Senatorial digni¬
ty most truly! How striking the contrast of
the manly and open electioneering policy of
Henry A. Wise, btfore his electors, fftJe to
face, freely and eloquently discussing the
great practical interests of his State, ever

ready to confront his adversaries in open day!
Pity that the success of Who should depend,
in any degree, upon the success of Seward;
pity that, in spite of himself, he should be tied
to the dead carcass of the administration. Pity
that the greut popular work of the new politi¬
cal revolution should involve the sacrifice of
such a man a# Wise. But so it is, and we

must bow to the will of the people.
A New Feature In the Commercial CrUli.

War In Will street.
A correspondence of a somewhat unusual

character appeared in our columns yesterday
morning It was between H. D Bacon, of the
house of Page & Bacon, bankers, of St. Louis,
and a number ofresidents and merchants of that
city, who happened to be here on Saturday;
and conveyed to the former the sympathies of*
the latter, on the occasion of the failure of the
house of which he was a member. In his reply
Mr. Bacon observed that he would hereafter

" publish the facts, which would show that had
good laith characterized the conduct of oar

(rage & Bacon's) correspondents,'' the suspen¬
sion would not bave occurred. Such a charge
made at such a miment by a man of Mr. Ba¬
con's standing in reference to firms equally
eminent, is quite worthy of attention by the
public at large. On whatever grounds it may
refet.these muBt lor the present remain un¬

known.it Bhows that a state of war existed be¬
tween the financial houses of New York and the
leading financial house of the West. Mr. Ba¬
con charges bad faith on hid ' correspondents. '

This they may deny, but they can hardly deny
that whether from policy, or prudence or some
less honorable motive* tbey were directly in-
Btrunu ntul in breaking down his house. It is of
course true that a banker trusts whom he
pleases, and the " coiiesijuudoiilo" mo the aole

judges of what is right for them to do; but
¦when a wealthy firm i9 ruined by an act of
theirs, lnurh sufl'ering en»ues, and the public
at large hove some right to inquire why
and how it was done. Page & B^con were en¬

gaged in a most lucrative branch of the bank-
ing business, and some one or other among
"the corn spondents" must fill the vacancy oc-
casioned by th»ir failure. Moreover, the mo¬

ment the suspension took place, unusually full
accounts of the disaster appeared in three of
the m< rning journals whose money column is
understood to be at the service of a certain

i financial circle in Wall street; notably for the
purpose of announcing to the farmers and
iradtrs of the West that Page «t B icon were no

longer competent to transact their business,
and that they had better transfer it to the Wall
street firms which proposed to succeed thorn.
These circumstances, taken in connection with
Mr. Bacon's letter, will be likely to produce a

general imprest-u n that the houBe of Tagc it
Bacon was wilfully broken down by rival
houses in Wall street, from pure jealousy aud
avaiice. Nor will that imore-oiou be confined
to the case of that firm alone. Other failures
have occuritd in the West, where blame has
been laid at the door of the same Wall street
circle; and the inference from the whole will be
that a struggle is pending t>etwccn the Western
bankers and those of New York; that the latter
are endeavoring to ruin and destroy the former,
and that they have already tucceeded in one or
two prominent instances.
A nmilar contest between two other clashes

of financial men is within the memory ot most
of us. About the year 1829, the Btrife between
the United States Bank and the States banks

'
began, and from 1830 to 183f>,those institutions,
on one side as well as the other, were conduct-
ed moTe with a view to break each other down

' than to fulfil the designs of their creators. The! sole object of the States banks teemed to be to
injure "the monster,'* by trj:ng to break Ks
branches, or dif credit it in Congr while on
the other hand, the vast fociliti** ^u'sessed by
the United Stales Bank enabled it to wage a

| terrible rivalry with its minor competitor*, and
; Nicholas Biddle took care to neglect none of

I th« in. Thus fighting for public favor,both were
1 induced, in the pursuance of their antagonistic
' policy, to court support by extending unusual

accommodation to their cu-tomers ; nntU, at
length, both hatl » xpanded so far that contrac¬
tion was impossible, and one common ruin en-

veloped both. The States banks had killed the
I United States Bank,to be sure: but in doing so

they had committed suicide themselves.
The les-on should prove a warning to the

j Wall streM financiers who may feel inclined
to build themselves up on Ihe ruius of
the W» stern houses. It U quite possi.
ble for a combination here, in the pre-
sent hurd times, to injure the credit of any

\ Western hooec. or even to ruin those
which have dealt to any large extent in
lailrcad psper; 1 utit roust l»e remembered that
the blow will tell both wnjs. It may strike
di nn the W< f tern man, but it is sure to recoil
cn Wall street. In flush time*, -a hen mistakes
hardly ff*m of confcquence, and all is pros¬
perous, a sharp competition for business can

er.ly benefit a country, and con hardly entail
any ftiicu.* disasters; but when the tide tarns,
splttfnl jc alcusics and commercial strife add ten
fold lo the danger of the position. To-day the
correspondents of Messrs. Page A Bacon may

succeed in effectifg the ruin of their rival; to¬
morrow their turn may come, and how 8ht»U
they ask for mercy t At the hour we write, all
is doubt, uncertainty , gloom iu tbe future. A
mail from Europe, a disaster at hotne, or even
the natural consequences of the events of f.he
UBt ten years nay at any moment revolutionize
Wall street, and shatter the soundest credit.
No man can say the storm shall not strike liiiu
down, llow unspeakably short sighted under
such circumstances, lor the men who should bJ
placing shouldtr to shoulder, aud aiding each
other as far as their own safety will alio*, to
stize the opportunity of crushing their rlv -la,
and quarrelling together ! llow bitterly the
managers of the State and the United States
bai ks must have thought of their suicidal strife,
when bwth weie prostrate, and all was ruiu
around!

Another Lettek from Flaoo.Financier¬
ing and Abolitionism..Wc give in to-day's
Hkhald auother extraordinary let'er from
Comptroller Flayg to the Board of Aldermen.
The document is to interesting that we purpose
to examine one or two of its strong points.
The present statement of the Comptroler

was called out by a special resolution of the
Board of Aldermen, directlog him to report the
amount of money paid for advertising during
the past year, and particularly the sums paid
lor extra advertising to his abolition orgai, the
Evening Post. It seems that the special ad¬
vertising given to the Evening Post was ex¬

clusive patronage to that journal, which has a

circulation of about fifteen hundred copies.
The rate Vid waH fifty cents Per Une for four"
teen publications, and fifteen hundred extra
copies were furnished for distribution, whether
gratuitously or not we are not informed. This
extra issue increased the circulation to three
thousand copies, equal to one-sixteenth of the
daily issue of the Herald. The advertising
of these notices, says the Comptroller, " was

given to the Evening Post, as the proprietors
of thut paper oflVred to perform the work at a

less price per line than [those of] any other
paper." Now this is not meeting the question
fairly. Taking the difference in the cir¬
culation of the two journals, let us
see what the Hbrald would have re¬

ceived at Comptroller Flagg's economical rate.
Only about forty-four thousand dollars! And
yet Mr. Flagg tells the Board of Aldermen
that the Evening Post received the work be¬
cause its proprietors offered to do it cheaper
than anybody else. According to its circula¬
tion, the Evening Post received three times as

much as should have been paid for this work;
and the statement that it was the best offer is

a misrepresentation of fact. There was no

competition, because no one was informed that
there waB anything to compete for. The
Evening Post received about four thousand

. dollars worth of advertising, which, by extra
charges for printing extra copies, etc , might
be easily swelled to seven or eight thousand dol¬
lars. Comptroller Flagg's alleged reason for
giving this patronage to the Post will not hold
water.

In the course of a further survey of the
Comptroller's letter, we find that the journals
which received one thousand dollars each for
advertising the city notices are those of the
most limited circulation. Thus, a journal cir¬
culating two thousand copi< s is paid one thoi-
Bund dollars for doing work which a journal
circulating fifty thousand copies was willing
to do for six thousand dollars. This is
certainly a most novel stylo of econo-

omy, and it seems to have been the settled
policy of Flagg to conceal the Corporation no¬
tices in journals of the smallest circulation. It
will be Been at once that his statement that he
advertised in those journals which offered to
perform the work for the lowest price, is an
entire misrepresentation. .

A further instance of tt»c Comptroller's poli¬
cy in the remarkable letter now uuder conside¬
ration, is contained in the fact that he prefers
as the organs of the city government tho aboli¬
tion journals.those newspapers which have
always advocated doctrines subversive of the
progress and the prosperity of this country.
These facts prove the utter wor hlesaness of

the Comptroller's pretensions to economy. lie
has adopted it as a principle that the Corpora*-

I tion desires to hide Its proceedings and its no-

[ ticeB from the public eye; and he has distribut¬
ed tbe advertising in the shape of spoils to
weak and tottering journals thatcould not live
without It. In this manner the sum of ten
thousand dollars has been expended by the

? City Council to back up a few obscure newspa¬
pers, in order that Comptroller Flagg might
be duly glorified.
Tue French Mission again Vacant..We

may expect to hear In a day or two that the
French mission has been vacated by the illness
or dtath of Mr. Mason, and that hosts of old
candidates and new are urging their claims to
the place on the President There will be for
instance Mr. Dix, to whom it was promised by
the Presideut, and who though a free soller of
1848 is no worse in this respect than John Coch¬
rane, several other nominees of the administra¬
tion, or the President himseit Mr. Cobb has a
ctance; at one time it was thought he was
sure of the appointment, and his claims arc as

good still. After Mr. Wise of Virginia has
been defeated by the Know Nothings, he will
also re-enter the lists; and eloquent and able
as he has proved himself by his last speech,
will stand a fair choncc. John Van Buren is
out of the question; Mr. Cutting has had quUe
enough of politics for the present; and the other

wold candidates will probably refrain fro.n
ceurtiug a sec< nd disappointment. New ones
in abutdance will spring up in their stead.

It has been intimated to us as a thing by no
means unlikely, that the President, teeing his
administration fallin so low that even Mr. Wise
dared not allude to him in his speech, will en¬
deavor to repair his pa*t errors by offering us
the French mission, and requesting us to take
charge of the very tangled web of our foreign
relations. We know not how this may be. but
to prevent misconception, we beg formally to
withdiaw our name as an applicant for the of¬
fice, and announce our determination to refuse
it should it be offered ns. Under o'her clrcum-
stonces, the great need that is felt for some
man of common sense to look after our Euro¬
pean illations might have induced us to forego
our inclinations and consent to serve the coun¬

try as foreign minister. But, at presen*. Mr.
Pierce has so thoroughly disorganized parties
at home, (hat wc feel we can be of more service
in recording the progress of the Know Nothing
revolution, and guiding its counsels. The ad¬
ministration bad better select Mr. Dix, wliow
claims and ability are good ; or, should he do-
cllne, or be unavailable from *ome other roa-

son. Mr. Wise, who would mak<» an excellent j

foreign minister, and deserves some consolation
alter the defeat which is abont to befall him.
Either nomination wonld receive our support.
.American Tbade with Africa The Law

Mcskets..We published in yesterday's IIk-
kald a very iut- resting sketch of the financial
and commercial condition of several of the
Alrican States, and we understand that there
are still more interesting developements to
come from the Fame source. The author of the
fcketch referred to.Mr. Thomas N. Carr.
was once Consul of the United States at
Tunic, and lately returned from a secoud visit
to that country, where he had beeu employed
to get off seme of George Law's muskets. For
some reason or other.which may be mere

fully explain' d when the cane of Thomas N.
Carr against George Law comes before our
courts.the muskets did not go off on this oe-

catdon. And these unfortunate weapons.not¬
withstanding all the sales and purchases al¬
leged to have been made, aud all the move¬

ments of the mysterious vessels in various
parts of the world arc still snug and safe in
this neighborhood, ready at any moment to be
used for the capture of Cuba, the revolution
in Mexico, or the reconstruction of Poland.
$e learn that Mr. Carr intends to give a suc¬

cinct history of the muskets at an early day,
and as there is a great deal of public interest
felt in the matter, we have no doubt that his
revelations will command a largo share of at¬
tention, and that the muskets will be made to
t,o off in some shape or other.

New Line of Mail Steamers..We learn
that Commodore Vanderbilt has male a propo¬
sition to the Post Officc Department to carry
the mails to Southampton and Havre alter¬
nately with the Collins line. His intention is
to build five steamers, to enable him to ruu a

temi-monthly line. Two of the five are now on

the stocks, and will be ready for service in a

few months. Commodore V.'s proposition is to
receive a proportionate rate of pay with the
lines now in existence for carrying the mails,
and in this way establish a weekly line of Ame¬
rican steamers, to Europe. We hope he will
succeed. Congress cannot do better thin to
encourage all ocean mail steam lines. It is
the chcupest way of keeping up a navy. Tbe
war in the Crimea has fully dc moustrated this
fact. Without the Oriental, West Indian,
Cunard and other mail steamers, it would have
been impor^ble for the Allied Po vers to have
despatched reinforcements in tim« to have been
of any nse to Lord Raglan and Gen. Canrobcrt.
The Arabia, the last to leave Marseilles, car-

lied seventeen hundred French troops, besides
abundant munitions of war. With ten or

twenty steamers like the Baltic, Pacific, and
Atlantic, troops could be transported to any
part oi our Eastern coast in a week ; and with
steamers of equal speed oii the Pacific, troops
could be sent from New York to San Francisco
in less than three weeks. Let Congress think
of these facts. .

Foreign Military Organizations..We have
heretofore published the official order of the
Governor of Massachusetts disbandiag eight
militia companies composed of Irishmen. The
example of Governor Gardner should be imi¬
tated in other States. If Irishmen, Germans,
or Frenchmen desire to serve in the militia,
there are plenty of skeleton regiments to be
filled up. They have no right to exclusive
charters, or to wear foreign national uniforms,
or to be known by foreign names. The militia
is a national institution, aud should be every
where a consolidated American body.
More Trocbi.es at Erie. It is somewhat

curious that the riots which have broken out
fresh at Erie, should be traced in so great a

measure to the German population. For one
Americas name, at least five German occur

among the rioters. So it is all over the Union.
Nine-tenths of the riots, law-breaking, violence
and crime are the woi k of foreigners.mainly
Irish and Germans. Can any one wonder that
the Know Nothings have succeeded? .

Error of Mr. Wise..Mr. Wise says that
Know Nothingism first saw the light in the
Fomth ward of the city of New York. He is
under a mistake. The Sixth and the Four¬
teenth wards arc entitled to the honor. The
first, when rum, and rioting, and trafflcing in
the Irish vote rendered election time a hideous
disgrace to the city; the Fourteenth, when
Archbishop Hughes went to Carroll Hall to
make a political speech to the Irish. These
were the true cradles of the Know Nothing re¬

volution.

THE LATEST NEWS.

BY MAGNETIC AND PRINT'NG TELEGRAPHS.

Important from Washington.
THE PACIFIC HAILHOAD.PROJECT OF TUB SENATE

COMMITTEE.
< Wamilnotox, .Ian. 14, 1855.
The Senate fcial f-oinmittee on the 1'aciBc Railroad

met yesterday to consider the two project* presented liy
Senators Douglas and Rusk, and linn 11/ determined to
report to the Senate and urge the adoption of Senator
Douglas'* bill, with slight amendment*.
The bill proxlde* Uiree route*, ?!«.: the touihern

route, from the western border of Texas to the Pacific;
the central route, from the western bhrd»r of Missouri
or Iowa to the Ray of 8nn Francisco; the northern route,
from the western border of Wisconsin, or Minnesota, to
the navigable waters of the I'aci6c in Oregon or Wash"
ington Territory.
The bill sot* apart alternate sections of land for ton

miles on each side of each route, and doubles the mini¬
mum price on tbe reserved sections. It also authorizes

a mail contract for fiftetn years from the completion of
the road, at a rate not exceeding three hundred dollar*
per mile, which I* the price now paid on dr*t class
railroads and al*o authorizes contracts to be made by
the Secretaries of War and Navy for the same period,
for tbe transportation of government supplies, at a rata
not exceeding in the aggregate the sums now paid lor
the same lervice.
No money to I* Jaid from the Treas-jry of the l"nit»^

States until the service shall have been performed; and
no land* to be deeded to the companies until one huu*
dred miles of road shall have been ma le, and then only
three-quarters of the land pertaining to aaid one hun¬
dred miles, re«erving the other fourth until the com¬

plete n of the succeeding one hundred miles, and so on.

throughout.
The Secretaries of War and Xavy, and the Postmaster

General, are required to issue an advertisement for
.ealed proposals separately on each route.
No proposal to be accepted which does not guariiute*

tlie completion of the road within tea years, and a deposit
of Ave hunzted thousand dollar* with the government, lu
United Stati s or othrr par *tock«, which sum may b«
refunded In amount* of flv* thnursnd doliar* as soon a-,
that rum shall have been actually expended in the con¬
struction of the road.
This plan places the three sections of country on an

exact equality, and leaves capital, enterprise, ami sa-
tuie to decide which route will be first made.
Mr. Rusk's plan, which was not agrood to, proposed

that the United States should loan to each of the coin

f.anies Its bond* to an ai.ionnt tbe interest of which
would p»y for the tran«| ertatlf n of mvli snd govern
m«nt suppl'e*. ''?.is would l av* re.(u red a loan for
the tbrte route* of avcut >>\<j million'.

thb pacific railroad nir the KjcTPBocrrr bill,
1,N SOVA SCOTLA THE tL TJi.vL AMERICAN IXTfc"
EJTH)N.

W uiMSuWH, Jin. 14, IMS.
The probabilities are la facer of (he passage of the

Pacific HuilroaJ ball by the Hou-e, ou*the lflth; hut an
three of the si lcct commit te» 1 the Senate have re»«

pectively Independent plum- of th>ir own, it will pro-,
bably go buck from the S it« ^o altered that tha
House may not ci neur

Advices from Nova Scotia r> present the people of thatl
province as highly pleated w ill be effects oif the red -M
procity bill. Arrang< ru-n' . i-mg made for mu;UJ
larger exportation* of coal from i'ictoa nest season.

Recent alvlcea from Central Ai.i-r.ea promise the ex"

pedltionists a* onlr.ince into <j confederacy with sucl
boundary line* a* ihey may d< and other privilage*
upon such conditions »a wi.l omplied with hyOd.
Kinney and his associates.

Ai rlral of the Sttnmxlt 1 1> .\orthern Light at
New Orleans wltli £i.imi,o<IO In Hpeete.

Nn> Oiti.KAJts, Jan. 1J, 1866.
The steamship Northern I.ight arrived hore to day,

with dates Ironi Fail Fiancn o 10 the 23d of December,
and with about $6('0 000 in ? i« f< r New York.
Flour was gelling at $14 pi i 'jl. lard at 14 c. per lb ,

bacon at 131.; c., and hams . 1*1 c.

About half of the town of Vuilecito was destroyed bJ |
fire on the 2-d ult.
The »h;p!» Flying F-ngle an-'. ..Ubama arrived at Am |

Frmcl-co from New York on he 2-d of December.

The Southern ( on volition.
N*» Out K.(\8, Jan. 12, I860.

At the onvention being hel 'it-re to day, resolution-!
were tifered and referred <!-¦¦¦< r ng the fvc>;n tuition o£
Cuba necessary for the protection f the commeroa ami
for the aecuiity of the HoutU a coaita, ami urging th-l
immediate action of Congres upon the subject ; alio re¬
commending a reciprocal treaty between Spain and Mex«
ico, for the rt)*al of the laes suppresting the slava
trade ; alio In favor of a radioed from Norfolk to th<| |
mouth of the Ouio river.

Mr. Marshall, of Mississippi iea-1 a long report about
tbe imtitution of slavery, showing it« value to the South;
and several speeches were made >>y other* on the Pacifia
railroad project.

Later from Mexico.
Ni.w OBUUXB, JAn. 12, 185$.

By the arrival of the stennt hip Oriiaba at this port
to-day, wo have dates from '.he city of Mexico to tha
6th and from Vera C'rur. to the 9th inst. Her new*, how-
ever, in unimportant.

Bualiican Kuliare*.
Nkw WJEAim, Jan. 13, 1806.

A prominent hanking h<n -. a produce firm, and two|
cotton and tobacco houses *uk| . mled payment here to*
day.

Weather In lloaton.
nonTow, Jan. 14, 1866.

The wentber cleared up last night, and to-day if ha*J
been clear and cold, the thermometer standing at eight
degrees above zero.

AxrlTal of the Southern Mall.
Bm timork, Jan. 14, 1865.

By the arrival of tbe Southern mail here as late all
due, we have received New 0> leans papers of Monday (
last, hut they contain no news.

Frqiu C'olunibta.
Com: Miu a, S. C., Jan. 14, 1855.

We have received hero New Ui leans papers of Wednes*
day, but they contain nothing of importance.

Market*.
NKW ORI.KAN8, Jan. If, lSS.'l.

Our cotton market is unchanged, The sales of the day
amount to B,0li0 bales. The f..ies for the week add «tp
26,000 bales, anil the stock on hand, exclusive of ship¬
board, la ld0,0(>0 bales. Kt.lasi-e* is selling at 17c. pet^
gallon; ecrn, O.'ic ; Dour, 88 "V acta, ai'le, 6\c. ; lar-l,
9J£c. Coffee.Pales for the week, 8,600 bags, at 8c. aM
per lb stock unhand, bU,Ooo bags. Freights are nn*
changed.

M< am, Jan. 13, 1866
The tales of cotton hero 'or the week foot up 9,000bales. We quote middling at a 7 . The stoek ont

hand Is 43.000 bale*, f reight) Nre dull at unchnng**!
rates.

I*k vidkxck, Jan. 13, 1865.
The cotton market for the weak has been moderately

active at irregular prices, elosu g to-day with a firaase
feeling, iu wool the sales amount to 41,200 lbs., at
about the came range of prices .* last week. PrintUttfclotlit.Pali s 41,2(0 pierei.

Poll ticnl lnUlll^,ence.
The House of Reprenentatives brunch of the Masaachu-

etta i.eghlatu ra will ballot to morrow for a Tniteil
States Senator to serve Out the term of Edward Everett,
whleh extends to 1869, and whoie seat is now occupied
by Julius Rockwell, by appointment by the Governor.
The Honse caucus was held on the 12th instant, and re.
.ultcd in tbe choice of General Henry Wilson, of Nutick.
The reanlt of the first or inf> >riual ballot was as fol»
low*:.
Whole number of votes 363
Majority 177

Henry Wilson, of Natlck, had 178
Alfred B. Ely, of Boston fiij
Juliua Boekwell, of 1'ittslield. «a
A. H. Bulloeli, of Wiirceater. ¦*/,
N. F. Itrjant, of Uarre ]J
N. P. liaaks, Jr.,» of WaitLum H
Cliarles Pteams, of Spriuglield S
Scattering -jl)
?Mr Banks la the present democratic Know Nothing

member of the United States House of Reprei ntativetj
from the Seventh district.
The result ol tbe second or decisive ballot w;»* as fol¬

lows:.
\\ hole number of votes 34«t
Majority 174

Henry Wilson had -^00
Alfred B.Ely r>X
A. If. Bulloeli 30
Jnlius Rrekwell 2Z
N. F. l'.vyant lvS
N. I'. Rinka, Jr /
Scattering it
The whole I- umber of votes which were thrown on thn

last ballot, (iWB), it will be ".¦en, was less by sevca thai*
upon tbe infoimsl ballot. 'Hie w hole numb* r of mem¬
bers of the House is 870. The iirmination of the caucuM
securea the election of Gee. V llxon on the part of th«
Hi use.

It ia understood that the Hpnate will make no caneu*
nomination. Gen. Wilion i-< not the first choieeof that,
lioily, but outside influences will be brought to bear
upon the members, which roav securo a concurrence
with the Hoase. If Alfred B. Hy, Es«|.t who is under¬
stood to be the Isvorite of the .-eiute. can be induced td .

for < (to fcls claims in consideration of receiving 'he At¬
torney Qrneralahip,' the way may be smootheu flir tha
election of Wilson.
The Boston Journal says..
Tlioie who were increoulous when it was chargwl that

thete was a bargain or understuoding by wlik'h t'enaral
Wilson was to have the nomination for United State*
Senator, mutt now acknowledge that the statement. Im¬
probable as it at first »n-meil, »aa well grounded. It'
there was not a tripartite treaty, there waa a vntual
understanding, having the force of a treaty, that Gard¬
ner, who could In all probability have received the nomi¬
nation for Congress in Appleton's district, was to yieldbis claims to Burlingsme. and receive the nomi nation,
for Governor which Wilson coul 1 readily have secured-
For yielding his claims to this tumor. General Wilson hax
now obtained the Henatorial nomination, and (he pro-
Kramme as <**w»a«l early In tbe campaign, has b*<-n fullycarried out. This nice little "arrangement" (M Oene^lWilson would term it) waa concocted long before tb»
campaign opened, anil the only wonder is, that men couMhave l>een fonnd, after tbe whole affair waa espoaed, to
allow themselves to fce used as the tools in tuch an in .

trigne. Notwithstanding th«ir denunciations of the olil
Varty hacks, tbe Know Nothings have proved to he moct
efficient Initmments in the banlaof shrewd party muna-
grra for carrying out tb«-ir per-onal ambitions.

It I- barely poasible that owing to a division between
the two Hons«:s, or to the impossibility of agreeing u|«n

a candidate, or.e may he aetected outside of the list of
candidates who have teen brought forward. In *hi-«
ease there would »-e a chance for Mr. Palfrey, and even for
the lion Rob.it Wlnlhrop, whose election would bf
inetid with undisguised picture, we do not doubt, by

a majority of the people of the Commonwealth.
A contention of the two branches of thelmliuma l.e-

glxlature wilt le held to morrow, to electa United MtsteirPerator In p!a.-*of Hon. John iVttit, whose term explrsi
on tbe 4'h of Vareh next.
The I.ei;i»Iatiiie of Illinois have hy joint action aneeifto go into ekction, on 31&t lu-'t , for I'aited HtatenS< natorlr place of Hen James Shields, whose term ex¬

pire* with the present Congre-s.
The I/'ri-lat nre of Pennsylvania will go lato ele:tion

to-ilav for Mate Treasurer. Kit .-lifer, a natir.- Ami-ri-
tan. has rece veil the rominaticn. and will be *le:toil.
Governor Pollock, Of Pennsylvania, Will bo laa ;nrute«lto morrow at llarrisburg. with eon'ulerabh porrp. t'onv- 4

mittee. have h«en appointed by both branches of the 14-
gislaturr- to so t erlntend the civic p»rt of the p?ogratnm«.
A number ( f military compani**, of l'hiladel|iblK #ill bn
in attendance.

A discu-' ion on the propriety of the Know Nothing <»r.
gi. nidation is to take place at K rmfngham, Conn , on tha
lith inst., tietwen speakers sel- ted by the Anr- nia l.y-
ceum an-1 the r.irminghnm Institute. The latter .le'->ti |
tbe organiiatlon.
At (lie munici|al election ir Columbia, Pa. on thn

WE inst. , tie entire Know Nothing ticket, from Ciiet
Portress to High Constable, eWted by nuieritleit
ranging from 144 to 'J48.
An election 'or mayor of the town of Alexandra. I'a »

rsme or a few «*ays ifr.c«, an.7 itsulUiJ in few tle«tio*i
of Mr. Adotphe Rsrhel, the aul! Know Nothing candi¬
date. hy a ma'crity of fourteen vote*. \
The Trg'- iatuie of Florlla on tha .*tb inat ron. into .

aa etoetl- o f.-r t eta offset*, with ?h» following re«'U .
T. w. I'-iev. r i en ptroiler; ( II. Vustln, f ato fee»«ii.
ter, Gin F l Bkney, *Ute (. n o-er, a .'.I P. K.
."siaje. i>rii t! Mtnvtnt* Oauit,


